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Policy on transparency and integrity in funding 

 

1. PURPOSE  

In alignment with the Alpha-1 Europe Alliance’s Framework for Interaction with Third 
Parties, this policy outlines the ethical principles and operational rules that govern the 
Alpha-1 Europe Alliance’s relationships with funders, including but not limited to the 
pharmaceutical, medical technology, insurance, and healthcare industries. It is designed 
to protect the Alliance’s independence, integrity, and transparency in all activities that 
receive funding. 

2. CORE PRINCIPLES 

• Independence: Alpha-1 Europe Alliance (the Alliance) retains full autonomy in all 
strategic, operational, and communication decisions, regardless of financial 
contributions received. 

• Transparency: All financial relationships with funders are openly declared and 
clearly documented. The names of Foundations and individual donors may be 
published as anonymous at the donors’ request. 

• Patient-first: All collaborations must be aligned with the best interests of 
individuals and families affected by Alpha-1 Antitrypsin Deficiency. 

• Impartiality: The Alliance ensures equal treatment for all funders and avoids 
exclusive or preferential arrangements that may compromise neutrality. 

• Accountability: This policy is regularly monitored and reviewed by the Board. 

3. ACCEPTANCE OF PRIVATE FUNDING 

The Alpha-1 Europe Alliance may accept financial contributions under the following 
conditions: 

• Funding from the tobacco industry or any company linked to the production, 
distribution, or marketing of products that are scientifically proven to harm 
human health is strictly prohibited. 

• The contribution does not influence or determine the Alliance’s policies, 
advocacy positions, or content. 

• A written agreement defines the amount, scope, duration, and purpose of the 
funding. 
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• The activity or project supported must align with the Alliance’s mission, vision, 
objectives and values. 

• In the specific case of pharmaceutical companies, no single company may be 
the sole funder of a program or activity. Co-funding or diversified support is 
required to safeguard impartiality and avoid undue influence. 

4. SPONSORSHIP AND VISIBILITY 

• Sponsors may be acknowledged in relevant communications, materials, or 
events provided that: 

o No product promotion or brand marketing is included. 

o The format and visibility are agreed upon by the Alliance in advance. 

• The Alliance maintains the right to approve the use of any logos, names, or 
acknowledgments on a case-by-case basis. 

5. LIMITS TO DEPENDENCE 

• No single company may contribute more than 50 per cent of the Alliance’s annual 
operating budget, unless exceptional circumstances apply and the Board 
explicitly approves. 

• The Alliance will proactively seek to diversify its funding sources, including: 

o Member fees 

o Sponsorships 

o Public grants 

o Grants and donations from individuals and foundations 

o Project-based collaborations 

6. FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY 

Each year, the Alliance will publish on its website: 

• A list of all private funders who contributed during the year. 

• The total amount received from each. 

• The percentage of the Alliance’s total income received from industry  
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• The percentage of the Alliance’s total income received from the highest 
contributing company. 

• The projects or purposes for which the funds were used. 

Financial reporting will clearly distinguish between private funding and other revenue 
sources. 

7. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

• All Board members, staff, and key collaborators must annually declare any 
financial, professional, or advisory relationships with private entities that provide 
funding to the Alliance. 

• When a potential conflict exists, the individual concerned must recuse 
themselves from decisions related to that funder or project. 

8. USE OF THE ALLIANCE’S NAME AND IDENTITY 

• The Alliance’s name, logo, or image may not be used by private entities without 
prior written consent. 

• The Alliance will not allow its identity to be used in promotional activities or 
product advertising. 

9. COMMUNICATION OF SPONSORED CONTENT 

• All educational, awareness, or advocacy materials must be based on evidence. 

• The Alliance does not mention or endorse specific commercial products. 

• When a project or material is sponsored, a clear disclaimer will be included: 

o “Developed with the support of” 

o or “Created in collaboration with” 

10. REVIEW AND AMENDMENT 

Updates will be made to reflect current best practices, evolving regulations, or new 
strategic priorities of the Alliance and its members. 
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11. ADOPTION AND SCOPE 

This document was formally approved by the General Assembly of the Alpha-1 Europe 
Alliance. It applies to all Board members, staff, volunteers, and external collaborators, 
who are expected to uphold its provisions and contribute to a culture of transparency 
and integrity. 

 


